The Time Machine

Study Questions and Guide

The questions here are to be answered in your LITERATURE NOTEBOOK.  Keep up with the work as each chapter is assigned, as I will check your progress at various times.

For full credit, write CLEARLY and in COMPLETE SENTENCES.

CHAPTER 1

1.- Who narrates the story?

2.- What fiction type is the story?

3.- Who is the main character? Describe or "CHARACTERIZE" him.

4.- If we consider style, is the story written as a simple tale, or as a kind of testimonial? What features or characteristics of the story support your answer?

5.- Who are the Time Traveller's guests on the eve of his departure?

6.- Why are the true names of the characters never mentioned throughout the story? What literary purposes does this serve?

7.- Why are the Time Traveller's guests introduced with descriptive labels rather than true names? What effects are created this way by the author?

8.- In what ways might each one of his guests represent some aspect of humanity or society in general?

9.- How would you describe the relationships of the guests with the Time Traveller?

10.- What do the Time Traveller's relationships with the other men reveal to you about his character or personality?

11.- What kind of political society does the narrator expect to find in the future?

12.- How does the first chapter point to human ignorance in spite of the fact that the guests were mostly men of great knowledge? (Think of the Time Traveller's demonstration with the scale model.)  Also, HOW can you relate or link this observation to the current times and Earth's dominant inhabitants?  

CHAPTER 2

13.- What new characters are introduced in this section? And WHY do you think Wells eliminated Filby, the Mayor, and the Very Young Man?

14.- After waiting for the Time Traveller, the guests begin dinner without him when he suddenly appears through the doorway. Describe how he enters into the scene and his appearance.

CHAPTER 3

15.- Describe the sensations of time travel which the Time Traveller relates to his guests.

16.- Why is the Time Traveller afraid to stop the machine?

17.- Describe the Traveller's arrival into the future and what he sees there the first few minutes after arriving.     

CHAPTER 4

18.- What does the Time Traveller do to avoid any damage or tampering to his Machine?

19.- Explain the Time Traveller's observations concerning the Eloi and his first reactions to these creatures?

20.- The Time Traveller is quick to make his first evolutionary assumption about the Eloi. What is his first evolutionary theory about the Eloi society?

21.- What observations and theory does the Traveller make concerning the sex role in the Eloi society, and how does it differ from our own in modern times?

CHAPTER 5

22.- What shattering discovery does the Time Traveller make when he returns to the grassy lawn where he landed -- and how does he react?

23.- Where does the Traveller sleep the first night?

24.- What does the Traveller discover the following morning when he returns to the lawn?

25.- What does the Traveller first attempt to recover his machine, and finally what does he determine to do?     

26.- What does the Traveller infer about the wells and towers he sees?

27.- What peculiarity of the Eloi culture strikes the Traveller as curious and paradoxical?

28.- Describe how the Traveller meets Weena, and how she reacts to his actions.

29.- What does the Traveller first assume about the Eloi's apparent lack of fear and evolutionarily, why?

30.- What does the Traveller later discover about fear and the Eloi?

31.- Describe how the Traveller gradually becomes aware of the existence of yet another species of creatures in this future world.

32.- What is the Time Traveller's original assumption about the RELATIONSHIP between the Eloi and the subterranean dwellers, the Morlocks?

33.- What evolutionary and SOCIAL theory does he now believe explains these racial differences?

34.- How does The Time Traveller explain the increased warmth of the Earth's climate? And what does this explanation show you about Wells and his virtues?

35.- What is the result of the Traveller's attempt to question Weena about the Underworld?     

CHAPTER 6

36.- What effect is created by having the Traveller make certain geographical observations in this chapter?

37.- Why does the Traveller wait two days before descending into the wells?

38.- How does Weena react when the Traveller finally does go down into the well?

39.- How does Wells describe the Traveller's descent into the world of the Morlocks?

40.- What happens when the Traveller encounters the Morlocks, and how does his adventure end?

41.- How does Wells use foreshadowing in this chapter?     

CHAPTER 7

42.- What important change in attitude comes over the Time Traveller after he emerges from the well?

43.- What new fear and enemy does the Traveller now experience and anticipate?

44.- Why do the Traveller and Weena go off into a night excursion, and what does this allow the author to accomplish?

45.- From the description of the walk in the forest, how would you characterize the relationship between Weena and the Traveller?

46.- Upon meditation and further thought on the relationship between the Eloi and the Morlocks, what important realization does the Traveller finally come to? After mentioning it, describe in detail the rationale that he follows -- describe the ideas and logical thoughts he uses to reach his terrifying conclusion.

47.- Now what does the Traveller plan to defend himself and Weena?

48.- Wells abandons the Traveller's voice and switches back to the general narrator when the Traveller pulls out the two white flowers from his pocket. What purpose do you think this may serve?    

CHAPTER 8

49.- What is the Palace of Green Porcelain, and what historical importance does it have for the Traveller?

50.- How does the Traveller react to the rotting library?

51.- What weapons does the Traveller choose?

52.- Describe what the Traveller does when he finds the matches, Weena's reactions, and what you think of the matter.

CHAPTER 9

53.- What elements slow down the Traveller's return trip towards the sphinx?

54.- Describe carefully what happens as the Traveller penetrates into the wood and has his first battle with the Morlocks.

55.- Tell what the Traveller decides to do and describe the second confrontation with the Morlocks.

56.- Explain how the Traveller is ironically saved from the Morlocks the second time they struggle, and tell what happens to the Morlocks and what the Traveller learns about them from this experience.

57.- Although the story takes place in the far future, it is a paradox that the heroic Traveller, a civilized man, should go through primitive experiences and emotions in this chapter and scene. Try to name or mention the three most significant primitive aspects which ironically send our Traveller back into an ancestral and primitive condition.

58.- How does the Traveller now emotionally feel without Weena there?

59.- What has happened to the matches? Is the Traveller now completely left without them?    

CHAPTER 10

60.- Now how does the Traveller perceive the situation of the future world as he looks on the opening scene of this chapter?

61.- What evolutionary explanation does the Traveller relate in this chapter to explain all that has happened to make Earth what it is in this future world?

62.- What action does the Traveller determine to take here after all this thinking?

63.- What is his great surprise when he reaches the sphinx?

64.- Describe the Time Traveller's narrow escape at the hands of the Morlocks.

CHAPTER 11

65.- Now how does the story change -- what does the Time Traveller see as he plunges into the future?

66.- What impact do these final descriptions make?

67.- What is implied here, concerning Nature, evolution, and the fate or destiny of mankind?     

CHAPTER 12

68.- What are the Traveller's first reactions upon arriving back to the present?

69.- What creates even more credibility to the whole experience of time travel. Consider the Machine's position.

70.- How long has the Traveller been away in relation to the present?

71.- How long was the Traveller in the future world?

72.- What extremely important scientific principle does the time difference in both dimensions show that the author (Wells) was aware of? (A fact incredibly admirable for his time.)

73.- What elements of proof and truth does the Time Traveller have in his favor. (Try to think of all.)

74.- What does the narrator immediately find when he returns to the Traveller's house the following day?

75.- What does the Traveller now intend to do?

76.- What does the Traveller do as the narrator remains in the living room?

77.- Describe what happens when the narrator runs to the lab.

78.- All characters have been described or labeled in the story except the narrator. At this point, though, he is finally revealed by the author through a minor detail. What or who is the narrator?     

EPILOGUE

79.- Determining that he must always remain optimistic about mankind's future, what do Weena's white flowers remind him of? What do they symbolize to him?

80.- Explain what the flowers may symbolize in the story on the whole.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

1.- What are the author's philosophical views of the future -- of the direction which human society will take?

2.- What will bring on these changes?

3.- What does the author believe are requirements for the continuation and evolution of the human intellect?

4.- What philosophical beliefs are held by the author? And what direction does he feel humanity may take in the future?

5.- What is the author attempting to warn us about in relation to how societies are organized socially, economically, and politically?

6.- How is an atomic or nuclear holocaust alluded in the story?

7.- Is the novel actually pointing only to the possible future of mankind as a sort of prophecy or prediction, or is it equally referring to the present state of affairs in the world and human societies? Explain and support your decision.

8.- The author is careful to emphasize the year visited by the Time Traveller, by repeating it several times throughout the narration. What year is it? And, WHY does the author emphasize it so much? What is he attempting to accomplish through this technique?

9.- How does the author view the modern conditions of human society?

10.- What does this novel reveal to you about the author's KNOWLEDGE and INTERESTS?

11.- How does the author feel towards capitalism and industrialization?

